
CONTINGENT ELECTION  
House of Representatives votes  
by state delegation (1800, 1824)

If there is no Electoral College majority  
(either a 50/50 tie or no one reaches 50%)
Jefferson/Burr tie. Jefferson elected 
president in 1800.
In 1824, four major party candidates with 
no one reaching majority. Adams elected  
president in 1824.

Congressional objections
Each body debates objection for two  
hours, and then votes to uphold or deny 
the objection.
If upheld by both houses, electors are 
not counted.

Supreme Court

After a series of state court disputes on the 
recounting of ballots, the Supreme Court took 

on the cases of Bush v Palm Beach County 
Canvassing Group and of Bush v Gore (2000).

ELECTION DAY
Nov. 5, 2024

Members objections
Members must submit objections in writing.
House and Senate must each have 1/5 
voting to consider an objection to any 
specific contest to a state’s electors.
Electoral Count Act of 1887, Amended 
1948. Amended again 2022.

INAUGURATION DAY
Jan. 20, 2025

States certify results
By Dec.11, 2024

Electoral votes cast
Dec.17, 2024

New congress counts 
electoral votes
Jan. 6, 2025

Governors, courts assess disputes
Political parties or individuals can file claims  

in state or federal court over voting rights, 
equal protection or other constitutional claims.

Courts
In 2020, 61 legal challenges regarding changes  

in state election law, altered ballots, fraud,  
misconduct, voting device malfunctions, and  
other claims were dismissed by district and  
superior courts. Those decisions were later  

affirmed by state supreme courts and U.S. Courts 
of Appeals. One district court approved an  

emergency restraining order for ballots in 10 
contested counties.
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If objections are  
rejected by either 

house, electors 
are counted.
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